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A BRIGHTER
PROSPECT

PRESENTED
In Philippine Situation. Rebel
Commissioners Surprised at

Situation lu Mnniln.

EXPECTED CIIOATIC CONDITION

The Form of Government Subwiltedto the Filipinos by
American Commission.

INSURGENTS DISINTEGRATING

AnJ all Indications Point to a

Spccdv Termination of
the Conllict.

MANILA. May 22..In spite of the

presence of the Filipino commissioners
in Manila the military operations continuewith unabated vigor.
The visitors were apparently ignorant

of the true condition of affairs here.
Upon their arrival they were ImmediatelyInundated with Invitations coveringboth day and night, and expressed
surprise at the condition of affairs In
our lines. They had been led to believe
that everything was chaotic, and are

delighted at the reception accorded
them.
Reports received from persons who

have arrived from the interior show that
r.o troops are left in the northern provinces.They were all drafted south after
the outbreak of war. The villages on

the west coast were almost deserted and
the Ilocanos especially are desirous of
Joining the Americans, If only for the
purpose of crushing the Tagalos. Many
natives of the Uenguot and libels said
that if the Americans had not arrived
civil war would necessarily have ensued.owing to the friction between the
Tactions and the Inhabitants of other
provinces.

It Is added that the only Filipino
troop.* now left are seven thousand men
under General Luna at Tarlac, and
about 4,000 under General Rio Del Pilar.
Even these are demoralized and short
of arms and supplies. Many of their
rifles are disabled and the Filipinos are
unable to repair them owing to the lack
of mechanics and materials for so

doing.
Form of Government Offered.

Prof. Schurman, head of the United
States Philippine commission, has submittedthe following written proposition
to the Filipinos:
"While the linal decision as to the

form of government Is in the hands of
Congress, the President, under his militarypowers, pending the action of Congress,stands ready to offer the followingform Cif envornmnn f

"A governor general to "he appointed
by the President; a cabinet to be appointedby the governor general; all the
Judpes to be appointed by the President;
the heads of departments and Judges to
be either Americans or Filipinos, or

both; also a general advisory council,
Its members to be chosen *by the people
by a form of suffrage to be hereafter
carefully determined upon.
The President earnestly desires that

bloodshed cease and that the people of
the Philippines, at an early date enjoy
the largest measure of self-government
compatible with peace and order."
The United States commission preparedthe scheme and the President

cabkd his approval of the form of the
document.
The Filipinos have made no definite

Proposition cxccpt for a cessation of
hostilities until they can present the
question of peace to the people. Prof.
Schurrnan told the Filipinos they had
no-means of gathering the people toK'-ther,as the Americans control most
of the porta. He also reminded them
that a liberal form of government was
offered them and pointed^ out that it
was better than the conditions cxisttosunder Spanish rule.
Oozngn, president of the Filipino commission.replied that nothing could be

worse than Spanish rule> and admitted
that.the form of government proposed
»«« uoerai.
The civilian members of the Filipino

commission have declined to co-operate
*lth the otfi<»r members of that comtotoion,as the former consider A«ulna^0'»latest demand to bo prepostcr0US-Major General Otis* refusal
of *n armistice, referring to his wish
for tlm»- in order to consult the Klllpino
congress.
Aft-r a conference to-morrow with

^ I'nlted States commissioners the
Ml'lno commissioners will lunch with
>r"t- Schurman and will afterwards

;'*it th»* vessels composing the Amerl-
can fleet

OTIS' REPORT
tlin Condition of Affairs in tho

i*lii1il»l»ln«rf4 . I*2ikL of tlio Active
''nmpaltfu Itcfuru Mm "Wot Weather
Hms In.
WASHINGTON, May 22.--Tho war

apartment h«H recolvcd tho following
r*t»l'-Kram from General 01 Ih:
A<1Juinnt General, WnHhlngton:
''ondUlonH uh follown: In Bulacnn

Province troopH maintained at Qulnjjn,
Uiillr.nif and Han Miguel; Luwton pror""lliiKdown lllo Grande river from
Ban I*Idro; ho« driven enemy enatV|,rdfrorn Ban Antonio, Carlno and
Ar.-iyat, where he won Joined yesterday

Kohhe'n column; will reach Hanta
Ann and ('andnha to-day. MacArthur
"Ull at Han Fernando and will occupy

cities south and westward; insurgentforces disintegrating dally; Luna's forco
at Tarlac much diminished; has destroyedseveral miles oC railway in his
front; number of olllcers of rank have
deserted Luna and a few have entered
Manila'for protection; in south of Manilainsurgent disintegration progressing,though large force still maintained;
conditions Improvng daily; send battaliontroops and gunboat to Negros
to-morrow to allay excitement in the
southern portion of the island and west
coast of Cebu. Have.denled request of
Aguinaldo'8 commissioners for armistice.OTIS.

"What, the Movements Mean.
"While it is not bo affirmed at the department,the present movement is generallybelieved to mark the end of the

active campaign before the wet weather
sets in. MacArthur is at San Fernando,
south of Arayat, where Kobbe and
Lawton are now joined. This Is a point
that has previously been spoken of as
a possible summer base, for the Americannorthern outposts. From Bacalor,
on the railroad, there is a highway runningnortheast through San Fernando,
Mexico, Santa Ana und on to Arayat,
on the river. The dispatch says that
the American army will occupy the citiessouth and west. There Is no present
talk of another northern movement.
This would leave a triangle between the
railway and the river that could be
easily held and protected by the United
States troops during the wet season,
even though the insurgents were in
much greater forco than they are re-
poricu, nnu wiougn iney were inclined
to be aggressive, which the reports Indicatethey are not.
Lawton.'s turning In his march to the

north and proceeding down the Itlo
Grande is the natural result of his failureto get In behind the Insurgents at
San Isldro and crush them at a blow
according to programme.
In the movement north Lawton traveledin a line east of the Klo Grande

and parallel to it. Ilia inarch was
through a rough and little traveled
country toward the foot of the eastern
mountain rango. It was a hard journey,and the insurgents slipped away
before they could be hemmed In betweenLawton and Kobbe and MacArthur'scolumns.
The reported dissolution of the Insurgentforces, which are said to be in bad

condition at Tarlac, and the statement
ir. General Otis' dispatch that he had

armistice, are taken to Indicate that
there Is some likelihood that the commission'soffer of a firm government
may he speedily accepted. That is a

matter, however, on which there Is no
olficial Inclination to speculate.

Rebels' Southern Movement.
No particular Importance is attached

to the statement that the Flllipinoc are

threatening trouble In the south. The
American line in this direction Is under
command of General Ovenshlne. and
stretches across a narrow neck of land
a few miles south of Manila between
the sea coast anil Laguna de Bay. It
is a position which the Filipinos could
not force under any conceivable condition,while the tin-clad lleet on the
Lagoon and the warships off the coast
would be able to make the narrow
stretch of country between them a very
unhealthy resort for any large force of
insurgents.
The written proposition submitted to

the Filipinos to-day at Manila by the
American commission was framed in
Washington by Secretary Hay. The
only error in the printed report of its
contents is the omission of the qualification"principal" In the statement of
the Judges to be appointed by the Pros-
lueni. it 15 ine intention to give tne

Filipinos, Just as the President has
promised, ns large a measure of selfgovernmentas tliey seem able to exorcisewith safety to themselves and due
regard to the welfare of other nations.
Therefore it is proposed to allow them
to choose their own inferior Judicial ofllcialsto begin with, and perhaps the
principle may bo extended if It works
well in the lower grades.
Prof. Schurman did not report to SecretaryHay to-day, hence it is assumed

that the conference up to this point has
not been so productive of results as to
warrant a statement.

Volunteers to Kctnrn.
WASHINGTON', D. C., Maf 22..In

anticipation of the prompt return of the
volunteer troops in the Philippines, the
Eecretary of war to-day telegraphed instructions10 General Shafter, commandingthe department of California
at Sun Francifico to establish a model
camp at the Presidio for the accommodationof about 4.000 volunteers from
Manila pending their muster out. Gen.
Shafter is instructed particularly to
make ample provision for water supply
and sanitary features, to the end that
the camp mny bo comfortable and
healthful. Hi? was informed that bed
«icks nre to be furnished an«l tloora laid
if he thinks it advisable. The returning
troops will leave their tenia at Manila,
but will bring their fl»»ld ranges and
cooking outfits. The quartermaster's
department has been ordered to supplythe necessary tents to the camp ut
the Presidio.

Sloston "Wilis Again.
NEW YORK, May 22..Slosson won

the second Millard game to-night In Ills
match against RchalYer, after an excitingfinish, tile score being 400 to 359.
Thi> Stvlo of tllav was CUfflllnn rnrnnm

Before the pnnu? the betting una all at
even mon<*y. although little money
changed hfindson (ho result. The stakes
of the tnntcb were $">00 a side for each
game, the result leaving their hackers
even, althouKh ejtch of the players will
K«'t a considerable amount of fjnto
money.

Condition ul'tlio Paris.
FAT^MOUTII, May 22..The crew of

the Paris during <he day were engAged
In Jettisoning the coal from her bunkera.Dlverc who were recently employedto Inspect the wreck of the Mohican
havo been «>xamlnln& the Innlde of the
Pnrl» for the purpose of ascertainingthe extent of the damngo done. Theydiscovered four or five- large holca(

A TERRIBLE
TORNADO

Passes Over two Counties of
Texas, Leaving Destruction

in its Pathway.

LIGHTNING STRIKES A CHURCH

Just as the Services Were Closing. Building Completely
Wrecked.Many Killed.

rrnTTKTOK IVrna Mnv 9.9...Dno nf

question Is apparently nearlng a completeand rapid settlement. The paymentand dispersal of half the armed
hands that hnve been voluntarily or Involuntarilyquartered on the country,
will begin, according to the present
programme, next Saturday In this city.
To-day Governor General Brooke and
General Maximo Gomez had what both
consider a final Interview on the questionof suTrending the arms. The Cubancommander, on General Brooke's
Invitation, called at headquarters In
El Vedndo late this afternoon and the
two generals, with Colonel Carlos Cespedeaand Major Kennon, of General
Brooke's staff. xcent'over the payment
order, which was signed by the governorgeneral on Saturday, but not published.
Every word and phrase were re-examinedand nothing was changed. At the

end of two hours and a half devoted to
the examination. General Gomez said lie
was entirely satisfied and felt convinced
thut the order met all the objections
which had been raised, not only by
himself, but also by those outside hid
councils.Mart

Itisburg Election.
Spcclal Dirpatch to the IntclHprcnccr.
MARTIN'SBURG. W. Va., May 22..At

lhe corporation election held here to-
day, the Democrats carried four wards
anil tied the vote between George O.
Sperrow, Democrat, and Edward Brandenberg,Republican, in the Fifth, each
candidate receiving 124 votes. In the
First ward Alexander Parks, Democrat,
defeated Ilenry M. Couchman, Republican,by a majority of 7G. Second ward
John N. Rentch, Democrat, was elected
over George H. Couchman, Republican,
by nine votes. Third ward, George D.
Roberts defeated Ellsworth S, Gettle,
by 14 majority. George A. Shoafstul,
Democrat, wan the successful candidate
in the Fourth ward, defeating Ellas
Zimmerman, Republican, by 5.

Recent Charters.
Special Dispatch to tlio IntclllKoncor.
CHARLESTON, W. Va. May 22.-A

charter was issued to-day to -the BettmanOil & Gas Company, of Parkersburg,with a capital paid up of $1,000.
Shares are held by Emma Betttnan,
Ida Belt man, Lon G/ms, jr., of New
York, and J. G. McCluer, of Parkers-
burg, W, Vn.
A charter was also Issued to the Ohio

Valley Oil and Gas Company, of YVIlliamstown,Wood county, with a paid up
capital of $500, The incorporators are
all non-residents of the state.
The National Dye Company, with

principal olllces nominally In this city,
received a charter, the Incorporators
being Pennsylvania capitalists; subscribedcapital, $10,000.

Kclloy's Crimea.
CLEVELAND, O., Muf 22..A mes-

huro just received from PnlnesvlHe, O., ^
says that no mob has collected thereto
lynch Jefferson Kelley, the negro
charged with assault upon Mrs. Wilhel-
mina. Tucker. Considerable talk
against the prisoner Is being indulged
in, however, and It is said that masks
and revolver}* have been displayed. It
developed to-day that Kelley attempted
another assault on Sunday morning beforehe was arrested, lie met Mrs.
Chllson and her daughter, Mr.s. Man-
Chester, while they were on their way
to church. lie tried to get Into the
buggy In which they were riding, but
he was beaten off by the women.

Will HeotU'y flu; Purchase.
TOLEDO, Ohio, May 2:..II Is under-

stood at the Wheeling &. Lake Erie officesIn this city that a majority oC the
stockholders of the road have already
given their consent to* the purchase of
Ifhf» rif.vMf.n.l X. CAl.thr.rn fnfl.1
ami that thu work of rat mention will
be quickly done- ut tho meeting to be
held on Junr» 2C.

The ltiiflaio Strike.
BUFFALO, X. Y.,Mnf 22..During the

InHt twenty-four hour« wry little lias
been ncoompllHhed hy Hther the tftrllcci'Hor employers to bring about an ad-
juKtment of their difference h, and it
b.oks ua IC the strike ivllhltc prolonged
until the end of the weeU, All d-.y haw
coiiffrcnee.H have teen held In dlff rent
p.irtH of the city, but nt none ot them
was any definite plan udopted,!

the worst tornadoes that has vlslteil
Texas since the storm which destroyed
the town of Cisco, three years ago, and
In which some fifty people were killed,
passed over Titus and Erath counties,
Sunday.
Several homes and church buildings

were wrecked in several localities, at
Mount Pleasant, Titus county, the
storm striking a church just as serviceswere ending. A bolt of lightning
and the wind descending upon the house
simultaneously wrecked It nnd scatteredthe debris In all directions. Wm.
Kauffman was Instantly killed, and
some fifteen other persona were Injured,
knmf futnllv. TIitpp nr#» In a dvlnc
condition. 1

The tornado struck Stephenvllle and
did considerable damage, wrecking
many houses, but no one was killed.
Two churches were unroofed and badly
damaged. One man was killed and
three were injured near Dublin.

It Is reported that several persons
were killed six miles southeast of Stephenville,but this has not yet been
conllrmed. Trees and crops in the path
of the storrn are reported to be totally
destroyed.

CUMAX ARMS QUESTION.
Payment oPTroops "Will Begin in HavanaSaturday.
HAVANA. M.ti* 92..The Cuban nrms

ADVANCES ASKED
By the Various Committees of tlic
Amalgamated Association Having
Charge of tlie Wage Schedules.
DETROIT, Mich., May 22.-The committedof the Amalgamated Associationhave In hand the wage schedule In

tha matter of the scraping and shinglingheating slabs scale made its reportto-day nnd the recommendations
contained therein were vigorously discussed.It was agreed to aBk for an
advance all along the lino equivalent
with advances asked In the other subordinatescales. The scales for hoop
and cotton ties, guide and ten-Inch,
and specialties making skelp, bar and
twelve-Inch were also settled this
morning and corresponding advances
agreed upon. This afternoon the committeeon plate and tank and sheet mill
reported for an advance nnd the conventionadopted the report.
The muck mill scale has been formulatedand it Is expected the remainder

subordinate scales will be arranged by
to-morrow or Wednesday. The bar Iron
or tin plate rates have been fixed as
follows: Ball rates $5 a ton, with bar
iron at 1.3 cents; $5 25 with bar lion
at 1.5 cents; $3 75 with bar Iron at l.C
cents, and $6 with bar Iron at 1.7 cents.
The rate for boiling furnaces shall be:
Single furnaces not more than EOO
pounds per heat; double furnaces not
more than 1,100 pounds per heat; slemcn'sfurnaces, not more' than 1,500
pounds per heat: double-double furnacesnot more than 2,200 pounds perheat, nnd two weeks' work, shall be
averaged. The limit of time for each
heat shall be one hour and forty-five
minutes for a single furnace; one hour
anil fifty minutes for a double furnace;
one hour and fifty-five minutes for a
Mcman'r furnace, nnd two hours for a
double furnace, from the time the door
is dropped until the heat Is ready to
draw, accidents, etc., not to be reckonedIn.
The new rates on scrap per ton. 2,464

pounds, based on actual sales of bar
Iron, nre as follows; One cent bar Iron
M 71>; 1.1 cents, ?l 02; 1.2 cents, $5 03; 1.3
cents, $5 14; 1.5 cents, 53 23; l.G cents,*r> 43. On 'refined Iron per ton, the
same 25 per cent advance Is insisted
upon.

SUPREME COURT.
Important Decision Hentiered Bearingon <he Bankruptcy Law.
WASHINGTON*, D. C., May 22..The

United States supreme court adjourned
to-day for the term. During the session
the court disposed of 519 cases, leaving
202 cases on the docket. At the close of
the last previous term, the docket contained313 cases.
Chief Justice Fuller and Justice

Brewer expect to sail for Paris on the
31st instant, whither they go to participatein the Venezuela boundary arbitration.Justice llarlan goes Immediatelyto Yale College, to deliver a course
of lectures.
The court to-day rendered 1he first

decision given by Its bearing upon the
present bankruptcy law. The opinion
was announced by Justice White In
the case of the George M. West Companyvs. Lea Bros., on certificate from
the United States circuit court of dppealsfor the fourth district. The decls-
ivmi mis oil u. question ccruueu ancl was
as follows:
"As a deed of general assignment for

the benefit of creditors is made by the
bankruptcy act alone sufficient to Justifyan adjudication in involuntarybankruptcy against the debtor makingsuch deed without reference to his solvencyat the time of the filing of the
petition, the denial of Insolvency by
way of defense to a petition based uponthe making of a deed of general assignmentIs not warranted by the bankruptcylaw."

RUMOIt UNCONFIRMED
Of the Sinking of the Nicaragua Gunboatby the Detroit.
COLON. Colombia. May 22. Via GALVESTON..Apassenger who arrived

here from Bocae del Toro is alone responsiblefor the rumor that the Nicaragtiangun boat San Jacinto has been
sunk by the United States cruiser Detroit,after the former had fired upon
the American warship. He says the reportwas generally discredited at Bocas
del Toro and that it came from Bluefieldswhere the Detroit and San Jacintoaro supposed to be.
The officials of the American consul-

ate here are without netva of any 6uch
event as the sinking of the San Jacinto
hv the* Hotrnlt

Consulates to bo Abolished.
WASHINGTON, May 22..'The state

department has cabled to United States
Consul Ilanna, at San Juan, Porto Rico,
and to United States Consul Williams,
it Manila, to close up their offices on
July 1. After that date neither of these
officials will be in the service of the
United States and the consulates will
be abolished. Congress omitted appropriationsfor their maintenance, owing
to the acquirement of Porto Rico and
the Philippines as a result of the war.
The state department has been retain-
Ing the officers at their pouts for some
time past in the capacity of special
age'nto.
To UreaTc Horseless Carriage lleeord.
CLEVELAND, O., May 22..An auto-

mobile started from Cleveland for New
i'ork to-day In nn attempt to break the
liorseless carriage time rccord between
Ihe two cities. Tin; run is made under
the auspices of the Plain Dealer. The
machine carried Mr. Alexander Wlnton,
the horseless carriage manufacturer,
ind a Plain Denier representative. The
latter takes with him a message from
Mayor Farley, of Cleveland, to Mayor
Van Wyck, of New York. The route
selected Is about 800 miles In length.

in t'icnmmi \> ui» i lu ll* w oric.

INDIANAPOLIS, Tnd., May 22..II.
II. Hanna, chairman of the monetary
?xecutlve committee, expressed himself
:»» highly pleased with the programme
for monetary reform agreed upon I»y
the congressional caucus committee,
which met at Atlantic City recently.
Said he: "The membera did their work
courageously and intelligently and if
ConnrcflB adopts their plan we shall be
well started toward the best Byntcm of
llnnneo In the world."

A "Hllml Tlgee" ri«hl.
HUNTINGTON, \V. Va. May 22..In

i "blind tiger" light on tli<» Kentucky
nlde of Tug river, lumbermen of West
Virginia and Kenturky engaged In n
battle to-day. William liutcher and
it least two others were badly wound

d.Horace Mlllaiuler, n member of the
West Virginia legislature, attempted to
iiuell the riot. He wiis set upon by
the Kentucky lumbermen, and barely
'.' raped death by boarding a passenger
train.

REDUCTION OF
MEMBERSHIP

Of Presbyterian General Assembly.TwoPlans Proposed VotedDown With a Shout.

MEASURES WERE UPOPULAR.
For First Time in a Generation

all Departments of Church
Free From Debt.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 22..Democracyasserted Itself In the Presbyteriangeneral assembly this afternoon,
two carefully considered and prepared
plans to reducc the membership, ono by
a third and the other by more than a

half. The committee on reduced representationappointed a year ago was

scarcely given courteous treatment, so

pronounced was the feeling against gettingfarther away from the people.
Two members of the committee presentedthe two proposed plans.one

making the basis of representation 6,000
communicants and the other mailing
the basis thirty-six ministers in the
presbyteries Instead of twenty-four, as

at present. Colonel L. F. Hitchcock,
of the committee, argued for the representationby synods according to membership,and declared that there was

no doubt that 672, the present membershipof the nssembly, was far too large.
It was plain from the Interruptions that
Colonel Hitchcock was on the unpopularside, and when he sat down expressionsof the democratic spirit came

out strongly and profusely.
"They call this a mob," said Dr. Page,

of Topeka. "if It is a mob, God grant
that there may be more such. God pity
cue frcsDycerian church, with the buiic
of the wealth of the United States in
Its coffers, If It cannot afford a large
assembly."
"The time has not come to reduce

the assembly, and I hope It never will
come," cried Dr. George W. P. Birch,
of New York. "We ought to keep as

near the people as we can. The backwoodspresbyteries now hold the balanceso true."
Impressed by the strength of the oppositiona friend of reduced representationproposed to send the overture down

to the presbyteries, asking their advice.
The motion was laid on the table with
great alacrity.

A aiighty Affirmation.
Dr. John W. Dlnsmore, of San Jose,

offered a substitute motion, thanking
and discharging the committee, and indellnltelydeferring the question of reducedrepresentation. When the vote
came there was a mighty yes and a few
feeble noes. The decision against anotherpart of the committee's report
was closer. By a vote of 1S4 to ICS the
assembly decided not to increase froin
five to ten the number of ministers n»c-
essary to constitute a presbytery.
The Judicial committee came In with

reports on a number of matters, and
was granted permission to refer to specialcommittees for trial such cases as

reqillred supreme adjudication. The appealedcase of Herman Warsawlack,
suspended for alleged gambling, from
the Fifth Avenue church, New York,
two years ago, was referred to a committee.The Rev. Mr. Backus, of Kansas,got a committee to try his appeal
from the synod of that state.
An appeal from the decision of the

Indianapolis synod In the matter of unfermentedwine at tho Lord's supper
was not sustained. The appeal of A. M.
McCullough, of the synod of Baltimore,
was recommended to the consideration
of the Baltimore synod.
The appeal of Charles II. Lane from

the decision of the synod of New York
will be tried by a special committee.
Dr. "\V. R. Klrkwood, of Emporia,

Kansas, presented the report of the
committee on the board of education.
The report held that the expense of the
board was not undue and that it could
not be reduced without consolidation of
the boards, which was not wise. The
standard of ministerial education was
declared not to be declining and the
Jay of shrinkage in the number of candidatesfor the ministry was said to be
In the past. The re-election of the
inembers of the board whose terms expirethis year was recommended.

x hit uinciiKo unu scnuyier overtures,
calling for a commission to Investigate
.he whole subject of ministerial education,were approved by the committee,
and It was recommended that a commissionof not less than eleven be appointedfor that purpose. The report
was adopted Intact. Rev. Edward B.
Hodge, corresponding secretary of the
board of education, addressed the assemblyin defense and explanation.
The McGiffert matter was made a

special order for Thursday. The feelingnow is that drastic action will be
:aken.

Mob Outrages in the South.
The denunciation of recent mob outragesin the south, made in the report

:>f the committee on freodinen, wns
Innlly referred to the committee for reconsideration.
Dr. E. W. Glnss, of the presbytery of

Baltimore, Is arranging slmultaenous
Meetings to-morrow morning at 8:30 In
the Interests of reunion of the elders
if the assembly north In Minneapolis
ind the elders of the assembly south in
tlchiuond.
Colonel Jnines Hire, of Peoria, 111.,

lie father of the Peoria overture, aimed
it reducing the moderator's power, pays
io expects vigorously to push ills pot
measure, Overtures now before the
committee on bills and overtures In
"avor of nn anti-polygamy amendment
o the national constitution and In favor j

oC expelling Congressman Roberta from
the houso of representatives, are likely
to bo passed by the assembly almost
unanimously if they get by the committee.

MoreThan Enough.
Before the popular meeting to-night

of the freedmen board, the largest of
the meetings held under tho auspices
of the assembly, the Rev. H. W. Hulbcrt,of Cleveland, originator of tho
movement to raise tho $40,000 indebtednessof the board, announced that subscriptionsand apportionments will foot
up 550,000 or 555,000. For the first timo
in a generation all departments of tho
Presbyterian church are free from debt.
It was announced, however, that every
presbytery 13 expected to pay the portionof tho debt apportioned to it, as
all excess above the quota which any
presbytery gives will be devoted to
opening some of tho schools which havo
been closed for lack of funds.

BIG STEEL TRUST
A. Faillire Owius to the Incorporattotl
of tho Carnegie Combination Under
Ijawh ofPennsylvania.
is'ww yomc, May 22..LeadIn p: men

In the- steel and iron trade said to-day.
that the incorporation of the new Carnegieiron and steel combination under
the.laws of Pennsylvania means the
failure of the contemplated big Iron and
steel trust which was to include tho
Federal Steel Company with a joint
capital of nearly $1,0C0,000,000. This optionwas considered as corroborate'!by -the abandonment -by the
Carnegie Company, (headed by Mr.
Frick) of Its New Jersey charter, recentlyfiled, and the fact that mnny of
the Ftib-companics of the proposed
consolidated company filed notice at
Albany to-day of their intention to do
business in this state. The fees, etc.,
Inoirinntril tr» M»r» f-iU-lnp» mit /»f « p1inr_
ter In Pennsylvania which was to hnvo
keen paid by Mr. Prick's company,
amounted to nearly Ji.OOO.OCO.
A member of one of the constituent v

or expected sub-companies, speaking
to-day of the failure of tho proposed
glgnntic iron and steel combination, said
that, notwithstanding its failure, the
contracts made by the various companiesand sub-companies with the several
tin plat<' companies, will remain operative.This is regarded as an important
result obtained by the attempt to controlthe entire iron and steel product in
the country from the ore in the mine to
the finished product of manufacture.

Prospective Coal Combination,
HARRISBURG, Pa., May 22..Applicationhas been made to the state departmentfor a charter for the MonongalielaCoal and Coke Company, of

Pittsburgh, capitalized at $1,000. It U
understood that the company will controlall the coal mining properties
along the Ohio river and that its capitalwill be largely Increased after tho
charter has been issued.

DISARMAMENT COMMITTEE
Of Peace Conference Meets To-day.

False Reports Circulated.
THE HAGUE, May 22.~The disarmamentcommittee of the peace conferencemeets at 10 o'clock Tuesday. The

committee on laws of warfare meets
during the afternoon and the committee
will bo devoted to the election of olllcers.

jliic uuu'is ol ine u»;K'saiion5 nave nnci

frequent conferences with the view of
arriving at an agreement in regard to
the choice of oflJcers. But apparently
many difficulties have nrisen as nothing
has been finally settled.
Many false and exaggerated reports

have been circulated regarding theso
hitches. For instance, it has been said
that Count Von Munster, "the German
ambassador at Paris, and head of the
German delegation, would withdraw
from the confcrence. Such stories
must be received with caution, as personshostile to the aims of the conferencehave been busily engaged in
speaking distrust. The story about
Count Von Munster arose from the fact
that his name does not appear as a
member ot' any of the committees whllo
all the other chiefs of delegations havo
joined one or more committees. But it
Is pointed out delegates, although not
members of a committee are privileged
to attend its sessions and participate lni
the discussions.
Andrew D. White, the United' States

ambassador at Berlin and head of tho
American delegation In an interview
here with a representative of the AssociatedPress said he regarded the situationas promising and that the first
work of organization was well defined,
lie added:
"I am hopeful that it will be possiblo

to reach practical conclusions. Tho
scontlclsm of tho first ff\v «1itv« tt»hat-

yield to serious hopes without at tho
same t!:ne indulging exaggerated expectations."
The words of Ernperor "William have

contributed to improve the situation. I
think we may arrive at some result on
the subject of mediation and arbitration,although it is undoubtedly impossibleto make such action obligatory it
can he rendered at least optional and I
believe (hat after the conference tho
powers will recognise they have at their
disposal a means of regulating their
differences otherwise <hnn at war. That
will be an immense advance.

"I am also confident that important
improvements are achievable In tho
laws and usages of war. to humanir.e
war, especially in extending to naval
battles the Geneva, convention of lSfi-i
and In Increasing th^ protection of privateproperty in naval wars.
"Relative to the reduction of armaments1 am not In a position to speak

on the subject."

Fari-aglicr Knocks Out Uoedor.
iuu.>v.«onni yj., .uuy .......\1IKC

Farra slier, of this city. Knocked out
Jimmy Heeder, of Altoona, Pa., tonight,in the fifth rouml of what was
scheduled as a twenty round contest.

nrovcmeulti ofSteamships.
I.TVERPOOIr.Arrlwil: Etruria. NVw

Vork; Italia, Philadelphia: Tnurlc, Now
York.
ANTWERP.Arrlvcil: Frleslnmt. New

York.
NEW YORK - Arrived: Ethiopia,

niasKow.
"Wont her Forecast for To-day.

For "West Virginia. Wiv-lorn Pennsylvaniaami Ohio: ib n. rally fair Tu«Ml:iy,iind probably Wednesday; fresh winds,
mostly from oust lo northra.st.

Loral Trmprratnre.
Tin* temperature yesterday, as observedby C. Sohai-pt, drtiRKlnt, corner MarketMul Fourteenth Btrwtn, wan an follows:

T a. in ;k 3 p. in7:1
a. in«| 7 p. in t,712 m7^Weather fa Jr.


